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Postmarked Jun 16, 1919

Stuart Branch, Newport News VA
Visitors House

Camp Stuart

Newport News, Va.

June 15, 1919

Dear Folks,

Being in Camp Stuart is worst than being in France. Never saw such a place before. One
can't do a thing but wait and wish & long to be away. It won't be long now before we start
towards Camp Shelby. One can't say how long we will be on the way tho. I will wire you while
I'm on the way. I guess we will go to Birmingham and from there straight to Hattiesburg. I hope
to be there by the 20 or 21 and be home by the 25. But one can never telling the Army.

Since my last letter from France we have been moving around right good deal. The
regiment left Chateavillain May 12. T was left behind with a detachment to turn in what motor
equipment we had left. I next left the 13, turned in the motors & etc the same day and caught the
train to Lours that night. Arrived in Lours the 14 and caught a train to La Mans getting there at
night. Spent the night there and was ordered to La Hutte where the Regiment was. We got there
the morning of the 15 very tired but glad to be back. Everyone was surprised to see us so soon,
but they did not understand the way we felt about getting left by the regiment. La Hutte is in the
center of Normandy. 1 can now appreciate that song Where its Apple Blossom Time in
Normandy for when we were there it was that time. Never saw such a beautiful country in my
life. Everything was flowers, lilacs, wisteria, fruit blossoms & all kinds of wild flowers. The
people were different too. They took us in and were determined that we should have a good
time. The little kids were great. There were a couple at the house where I stayed that [ just
wanted to bring home with me. It was a different sort of France that we had been used to and we
sure enjoyed it. They enjoyed the Americans too. Our band gave a concert every afternoon and
the whole village turned out to listen. We were happy too.

We spent about a week or a little more then moved to Brest. Brest Camp is the most
wonderful place I ever saw. I can see no reason for the criticisms that have been poured at it.
We (sic) one thinks about what would happen to one of our camps over here if it rained some
250 days out of the year. Why it couldn't help the mud. But even at that it has everything beat I
ever saw. The (sic) delouse, equipe and examine about 1700 men in 20 or 30 minutes. Our stay
in Brest was about five days.

On 28 we marched down to the boat, happy and content. Our boat the Minnesota left at 3
P.M. that evening and by 5 France was gone from sight and those ten months went in the past to
exist only as a memory. We had fairly good quarters on board the boat. It was crowded of
course but as we took the southern route by the Azores the men stayed on deck most of the time.
For 12 days we sailed the seas over almost the same route Columbus took. It was wonderful.
The sea was very smooth except on two or three days. They (sic) last two days it looked like a
lake instead of an ocean. But we were mighty glad to see Cape Henry coming up out of the carly
morning mist on June 9th. We landed at 9 o'clock. There were but few people down to meet us.
We had slipped in a day ahead of schedule however.
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NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT GEQRGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICR:PRESIDENT

20 NO JR 42 LOVY

PN WASHINGTON DC 230PM JUNE 26 1919
MRS R KEESLER

407 WALTHALL ST GREENWOOD mISS

i
LIEUT SAMUEL R KEESLER JR AIR SERVICE PREVIGUSLY REPORIED DEBB WHILE

PRISUNER N GERMAN NOW REFOKTEDL UIEU OCTOBER ELE VENTH i GERMAN HOSP ITal
FROM WOUNUS RECEIVEWS IiN ACT ION i

HARRIS THE ADJT GWEMERAL

GPM
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